LIFE OF VIJAYKRISHNA

that rejected the princess who had selected him for her
husband on account of his wonderful beauty, is as great
as the birds and their young ones that burnt themselves
to death in the fire to provide food for the princess and
the king's men who had taken shelter underneath their
tree. The Sannyasin had renounced the world, and hence
the company of a woman was loathsome to him, but to
the young birds that belonged to Grihasthasrama,
hospitality at the cost of life was the highest duty.

Vijaykrishna refused to accept the allowance proposed
-to be granted to him by Devendranth when he embarked
on the career of a missionary. He refused the presents
made to him by that great Samajist on the occasion of the
.name-giving ceremony of his grandson. Though reduced
to the last stage of poverty, he never asked for anything
from anybody. The whole family was starving from day
to day, and yet how he maintained his principles entrenched
in noble idealism! It was sacrifice in no drawing-room
sense of the term. It was sacrifice infinitely higher than
that of the Japanese Samurai or of the most warm-hearted
of patriots in any country. Nobody' denies the greatness
of such public service as a consummation of the enlarging
self ; but any sacrifice, any work, however great or good,
does not become work of love and freedom, Yajna in the
Gita sense, unless the fruits of action are dedicated to the
Dispenser of Karma alone, and there is ever the
consciousness of the non-agency of the self. Vijaykrishna
bad that direct spiritual knowledge which is a key to the
world of Karma, and the man who possesses this key
('Thine too, this immortal key. My Boy") conquers the
evils of life, attains liberation, and, by unlocking the
treasure-house of his own soul, finds within it "God's
plenty."
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